
two important international awards. The 14th annual 

Keio Medical Science Prize, administered by Keio Uni-

versity in Japan, recognizes Dr. Friedman’s innovative 

work in the genetics of obesity and related disorders. 

The second award, the 2009 Shaw Prize in Life  

Science and Medicine, recognizes his work leading to 

the discovery of leptin, a hormone that regulates food 

intake and body weight. Known as the Nobel Prize of 

the East, the Hong Kong-based Shaw Prize honors  

individuals who have made outstanding contributions 

in culture and the arts or who have achieved excel-

lence in other domains. The award was established in 

2002 by Run Run Shaw, a Chinese movie executive 

and philanthropist.
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2010 INITIATIVE FOCUSES ON SCHOLARSHIPS FOR CAMPUS CHILD AND FAMILY CENTER
SPRING LUNCHEON CAPS BANNER YEAR FOR WOMEN & SCIENCE

O
n May 14, 2009, at the 12th annual 
Women & Science Spring Lecture 
and Luncheon, three eminent neu-
roscientists discussed the future of 
brain science. Two of the speakers 

were Rockefeller faculty: Dr. Cori Bargmann, who 
studies genes that play a role in neural development 
and behavior, and Dr. Leslie Vosshall, who seeks to 
identify the links between sensory perception and 
behavior. They were joined on a panel by Rockefeller 
University Trustee Emeritus and Nobel laureate Eric 
Kandel of Columbia University. Dr. Kandel is widely 
recognized for uncovering some of the basic molecu-
lar mechanisms underlying learning and memory. In 
an exchange moderated by Paul Nurse, the scientists 
discussed recent progress in understanding the biol-
ogy of perception, learning, memory, reasoning, and 
communication. Corporate underwriting for the 
event—attended by nearly 500—was generously 
provided by Roger Vivier, Paris. 

In the year that ended June 30, 2009, Women & 
Science raised over $1 million. Funds donated this 
year will—as in the past—support women graduate 
and postdoctoral fellows, as well as the recruitment 
of women faculty. Further, W&S is creating a schol-
arship fund for the University’s Child and Family 
Center. The economic downturn has unavoidably  
affected subsidies for the children of Rockefeller sci-
entists who attend the center. Affordable care on 
campus for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers is cru-
cial for recruiting and retaining top scientists.

At a White House ceremony on October 7, President 

Barack Obama conferred the National Medal of Sci-

ence, the nation’s highest scientific honor, on Elaine 

Fuchs, Rebecca C. Lancefield Professor and head of 

the University’s Laboratory of Mammalian Cell Biology 

and Development. Dr. Fuchs is the 14th Rockefeller 

scientist to receive this award. The medal recognizes 

her contributions to the understanding of the biology 

of skin and associated disorders. Her studies of adult 

skin stem cells, cancers, and genetic syndromes have 

had a major impact on biomedical understanding. 

Jeffrey M. Friedman, Marilyn M. Simpson Professor 

and head of Rockefeller University’s Laboratory of  

Molecular Genetics, has been named a co-recipient of 

FUCHS AND FRIEDMAN RECEIVE MAJOR AWARDS FOR PIONEERING RESEARCH

1. W&S chair Alexandra Lebenthal  2. Celerie Kemble, 
Christy Powell, and Amanda Brooks  3. Pat Klingenstein and 
Laura Strauss  4. W&S fellow Elyse Blum and Blair Pillsbury 
Enders  5. Roger Vivier’s Allison Aston and Dale Burch  
6. Eileen Ludwig Greenland and her daughter Robin Cohen

7. Marcie Pantzer, Kathleen Kocatas, Shoshanna Gruss, and Catharine 
Boothroyd  8. Bonnie Strauss and Kimberly Kravis Schulhof  9. W&S chair 
Samantha Boardman Rosen and Shala Monroque  10. Ann Tenenbaum, 
A.M. Homes, and Fiona Howe Rudin
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Luncheon photos by Star Black, with the exception of numbers 2 and 6, by Patrick McMullan
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